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Freeze urged on sewage plant projects

By Robert D, Mulllns
Deserel News stafl writer

A certte of plans to spend $250 million to

b millon on new sewage treatment
plants says the public should demand 3
{réeze on thase plants,

Peter Maler, &n englneer wilh Westeeh

PI| y ring md]:il hii:oil:dﬂm East,

reeze s W on an
further planaing, Such & fresze would uiv!
the sclentific communlty enough time to
study the declsions already mads.

Maler sald the "basic erunch s that the
People are walking away from thi dispute,
ﬂ::l'l‘m they don't bave enough informa:

The plans for bullding these new sewage
pl:ém are ot based o scietfie data, he
sai0,

Maier has criticized the plans that have
heen offered for cumlrucﬂng thenew South
Valley Water Reclamation Facllty and the
Central Vallay Water Reclamation plaat
and the expansion of the Salt Lake City
sewage treatment plant,
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The combined cost of the three is

estimated at $250 milion fo 8275 million
Those costs reflect the money needed to
Keep up with current growth,

Stalewide, the costs over the next 2
years for sewage and waste disposal could
reach as much as $700 million, sccording to
stimates from the governor's office,

Meier has been critical over the past
several months of the methods of building
the plants and of some site selections.

His suggestions for changing plans that
have already been made by respected
engineering firms have boen dened,

Refusing 1o follow s suggestions has

dlsmayed but not deterred the volatile
Maler, who has been Involved fn bullding
sewage treatment plants all over the world.

He sald plons for elher bullding or
remodeling treatment plants In the Salt
Lake valley are too expensive, and are
based on unseientific conclusions,

Twa new plants ace proposed for the Salt
Lake valley = the Soulh Valley' Water
Reclamétion plant near Midvale and the
Centrdl Valley Water Reclamation plant
near the old Vitro uranium mining plant ~
and the expansion and remodeling of the
Salt Lake City sewage freatment facllity
near Redwood Road and 1Tth North is
planned,

Maier's maln eriticlsm of the current
plang for al] three construction jobs is that
complete data on how the current treat:
menl plants are operating I not avalable,

He said, "Nobody knows for certain just
how well these plants are operating”

Maler asked Dr. James 0. Mason, state
health director, In # leter May 2, “how

can the Environmental Protection Agency
of the state enforce any antipolltion
logllation 1f its test procedures are
selentifieally incoreeet and If the sume
regulations poteatiolly are creating s
pablie health hazard,"

He told Mason that he (Maler)is aware |
that many professional enghnoers don'
dppreclate his efforts o get the plans
changed. He said, "I reallse that (he
majotity of the public do nol understand
the Issues favolved and that those who do
uﬁutanﬂ them do nof appreclate my
efforts."

He said he will continue to speak on
these fssues.

Officlals respansible for the decistons to
g0 ahead with current proposals have told
Maler it s too late to change the plans.

Any change of plans or ste locations or
of construction concepts would require the
return of millions of EPA planning money,
and the clties involved cannol return the
money, offielals seld.




Don't delay sewage planis

One thing the Salt Lake Valley
can't afford is any delay in building
new sewage treatment plants. The
system already is overloaded.

Yet that is exactly what one critic
suggested last week. He wanis a
construction freeze while experts iron
oul *scientifically incorrect test pro-
cedures' used to” measure sewage
_plant effectiveness. L

Peter Maier, an engineer who has
worked on many sewage plant pro-
jects, said the public should demand a
halt to treatment plant construction
until all the answers are in.

Maicr's objections fall in two areas.
First, he thinks the $250 million o 2275
million cost for new sewage facilities
is too high, exceeding the average cost
for such facilities according to an

Environmental Protection Agency

study. ' : .

His second objection deals with the
effectiveness of existing treatment
plants. He claims nobody Jmows how
well the valley's sewage plants are
operating because the proper techni-
cal data to evaluate their performance

iz lacking.
Maier doesn't want lo see govern-

- ment rush into expensive projects
while such information is missing.

| Some of his concerns may be ‘I":l.“-ﬂ;
but it"s hard to see how the area would
benefit by construction delays when .

" all but one of the valley's Sewage

are running at capacily or

plants
beyond — and growth continues.

The lead time necessary to bring
new sewage facilities into ce,
even by moving as quickly as possible,
is several years. )

Take Salt Lake City as an example.
The treatment plant near Redwood

Road and 17th North was built in 1963

to handle a flow of 45 million gallons
per “day.. It is now running over

capacity at 51 million gallons per day.

A plant to expand capacity to 56
million gallons is underway, but the
larger capacily won't come on line
until 1986. By that time, the waste flow -
may be at capacity again. IU's like -
running hard to stay in the same place.

Any f[reeze on construction also
would cost local governments the
chance to take advantage of current
low prices. Because of the recession,
conslruction bids presently are run-
ning 15 to 30 percent below engineering
eslimates. .

The technical problems raised by .
Maier — and about which the experis
themselves disagree — can be worked
on in the years it takes a new sewage
plant to be studied, designed and built.
But the valley can't afford to halt work
altogether. i : I'"' N



FoloJr %

Waterhole

—Old Watermaétez; l

-
L

In a government based on checks and balances,
who checks government? How is it done? In =
system of majority rule, how should minority
opinions be handled? In a system where EOVErn-
ment policymakers rely on expert opinions,
whose expert opinions should prevail?

We have a chance to walk into a political
laboratory and wateh an experiment that may
answer some of these questions. Impaled on a
specimen pin and held up for us to see js Peter
Maier—sardonic, intellipent. combative, direct.
Even though Peter is an engincer, the eXpPeri-
ment is political, not scientific. Even though
Peter has run many experiments, this time it is
we who are testing the nature of things. He is
being observed as affronts The System. Let's

set the stage.

Peter has become a celebrity. of sorts. in the
water business. A talk he gave at & recent water
pollution conference packed the house. Wives of
conferees, alerted by their husbands, searched
meeting rooms asking, “Where is that guy-who-
makes-evervone-mad going to tall?™

“Oh, you must mean Peter Majer.™

“Yes that's him, where will he be speaking™

In Utah, people who will publicly gquestion
authority are somewhat novel. Peter has used his
staccato, charging style to discomfit cities,
district boards. countly agencies, and state
bureaus. They don't always take it well. Some
have banded together to spy on Peter to find out
what makes him do what he does. They sought out
his employer to see if he was trying to seil
something. They called him in toblind interviews
to ask personal questions in hopesof finding some
sinister motives with which he could be dis-
missed. None appeared. The commercial firm
Peter consults for does not sland to gain in any
identifiable way from Peter’s public work. He is
not a berserker for environmentsal groups or
fringe political parties, and he is a generally up-

standing citizen.

Peter's crusades are largely one-man stab-
bings at the soft underbelly of the bureaveracy.
He chiefly aims at government judgment calls on
technical decisions. In a sense. he is an anchorite,
reporting from his hermitage on the goings-on of
the Vestry of Politics in The Cathedral of
Enginecring. He has left his wounds in the CUP,
Salt Lake City, the South Valley Water Reclama-
tion Facility, the Bureau of Public Water Sup-
plies and the Salt Lake County Water Conservancy

Distriet,

Peter doesn’t take cheap shots. The stabbings
are frontal. relating to those decizionz which

- flood-torn area. In meetings with the board of the

_'\‘\

On Peter Maier

leave the deciders uneasy. even after Lhe decision.
Salt Lake, said Peter, should reject & million-
dollar study of their sewer system since the
master flow meter was, by city admission,

substantially in error.

Others have felt the blade, The CUP, according
to a Maier newspaper article, is going to bring
thousands of acre feet of water in to an already

South Valley Water Reclamation Facility, Maier
charged the design engineers with using much
more costly foundations than necessary for Lhe

new sewage plant.

In a letter to the governor, Maier charged that
the ubiquitous use of chlorine to disinfec: Utah's
water and sewage was creating acomplex soup of
chemicals, some of which may cause cancer.
Maier also decried high pressure, prevalent in
culinary water delivery systems, as being waste-
ful of water: Leaks leak faster and hemeowners
use more water than they intend to. He feels
water officials don't care, since revenue depends
on water use, Maier reflects the truth in most
issues he attacks, but the greater guestion is
whether knowledge without a commercial,
governmental or public patron is legitimate in
public works decisions.

Maier has answers. In didactic form heexplains
alternate solutions for the problems. their cost.
their implementation. He is above average as an
engineer, with experience outside the 1I.S. He
doesn’t care much for the government’s hired
experts, nor they for him. Even so, experts
respect his opinion and are hard pressed to
defend against his technical proposals,

Inour political science experiment. we already
have some results. Maijer's pro bone publico
soiutions nave not oeen adopted directly by any of
the governments he has attacked. He is frus-
trated by this. People generally listen attentively
but are slow to follow his lead. Even those who
feel he is right are reluctant to ally with him.
Most of the victim boards do not see him as
representing opinions of a large group. They ses
him as selfless and Fuhlic-m:'ndnd. but someone
who must remain politically emasculated because
af the trouble he might cause.

We will all be able to wateh more experiments
as Peter continues his activities, but the trend is
clear. Without a patron, a crusader is not going to
be taken seriously in the arena of public works
decisions. Peter's ideas may be fully carrectl, bul
there can be no watchdog without 2 master, and
no hero without the oppressed,

d Watermasfer







Thanks to the Clean Water Act,

this mvirﬂﬂmmmzafﬂdmrrim c;‘ampfex

bas an open door to tbe federal treasury.

M

TWith his arack oo the BOD-3
‘et and the desiga of =zewage
planss, Maier broadened his
;eridique frem Sale Lake Cioy e
the naronal cleanssater progoast.
Washingma, D.C., water-law-

yer Larry Silverman says chag

peaple 2t EPA headquareers oedl
him off the cecaed thar Maier is
nght, sod that regulations and
teqrs can and should be im-
proved. Buz they also cell him
charge i3 impossible becawse,
Silverman  says, It would e
quire the recducaten of an
endrs indusery,” He adds dhar it
mighe also require the re-toaling
aof zn indusery thae is happy with
the somus qua, -
Sale Lake Cioy ilustrares the
. indusery's  abilicy o resise
change. Accardiog o Silbwerman,
**In Sale Lake Cry, as ia mast of
the counery, thers 3 @ sower
lobby. They have a product
gell 2nd they sold io. Thee am
squipment manuoficrurers, engi-
geers who design i, consmuction
compacies thar beild i They'se
all goad citizens in che sense thas
they supparr the local palideians;
they are well placed and highly
argzoized, " B}

hanks to the huge sums

I allocared to sewage plaoc

o conseruction under che

Clesn Waeer Ace, this eoviroo-

mental-indusoial complex has aa

opea doar m the fedecal weasury.

It aiso ha= 2 mooopely oo the

Inowiedge aesded evaluass

the projeczs it propeses and
buords,

13-September 28, 1987 = High Cownrry News
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The nation has .thrown' mass
sive resources ar “the -water
pollution problem sioce 1972,
only to witness the - relative
failure of the regulatory and
techoical solutions it chose. The
blame can be spread far and

wide,
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Eagiuneer Pater Maier podafi to an gutled whers sewage from Salt Lake City's mew secarment Pilaas ewtery phe Jordaw Hiver

Ssewage industry beats critic |

Goliath 1, David O é

_ By Steve Hinchomun

s which &

ameil chal-
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large lar smashes =
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Ferer Maier, cngineer in
Salt [Lsle Ciry, belicves he §s an
FE,
tock on what he calls the
cnginecting ronstruction complex
i Weah, He chsllenged ke
proposed building of three lasge
sewage rcatment planis o
place an arrey of smsiler, bocul
planes in the gremes Sal Lake
Ciry area

The Dutch-tmined expert in
sewupe wearment believed the
rew planis weee mot needed and

example of the laver. [o

Maicr

Even those fricndly o his cause
said his science was bYereor than
b= peofemscs.

Ferhaps for thac reason, he
beae the Dghe. Today, two of the
three  planes, wogethcr
§ 180 million, arc comung o0
fine o treat the valley's scwage:
the ald plants are being clowed

"While his fcllow
thia

costng
aver

enginecs
massive  public
wotks projoer, Maier, at ooe time
& top exccutive with Dutch mad
L5, frma specializing in scwage
tecarment facilities, geen wp fous
days & week at € w.m. o drive B3
miles into the deserr to che U.S

SuEprvLss

cnginerering i Selt Lake Cigy, It
15 also ualikely that he couwld gee
on &f & scwags job clacwhere

That 5 becavsc his crivicisms of
the Salr lake projects alzo go o
the heart of America’s neoaonal
program. He aays the complex of
regelotions and scwage weaumnons
plants spawned by the Clean
Warer Ace v & guict Challenger
cxplosion.

Maicr i3 & reocgade dn Uiah's
professional engincoring saciety
For three years ke fought ke
srare’s water eatablishment over
s wikiel In.-llurjnn coniral pra
gram - thice veees of fireworks,

fore, thice yeurs of explaining
anid i rheir program 1o

(Connaurd on faoge K

would do @ worse job than the Army’s Dugway Frawving television coverage and wurbulent |
meerica Jovea the scory of existing plants, Muicr made his Grounds, Theee he wotks as ehief public mectings 2 |
Aiuv'-d wod  Galisch. in  case forcefully, chasging thar the cngineer until $ pm., when he For the Lhah Warer Pollution |
which a small but righ- plants were besaed on poar begins the lengrthy comomure Control Pufcaw, 38 was  three 1
toous person takcs on and sleys & acicnce and thar his fellow  home years of challenges where they i
dangerous, powerful foe. The cogincers were more interessed Maier says 2 is unlikely he had never been challenged be-
nationn ia leas fond of the far  in large fees than in clean waser, will ewer gct mnother job in civil



talk-show host on Salr Lake radic
ETKEK, says officiala’ rosction 1o
Maler was: ""Why don’t you go
curl up and die."’

Maice hws a poine of view
they don’t want (o look e, she
agys. “That makes him a danger-
ous persoa, [T he's righi, they're
wrong, and burcaucrars handling
mudtimillion dellar budgeos
shouldn’t be wrong."”

Maier's besr epporounity oo
prove his point hic 8 hurcsursace
brich wall, o 1984, the [hah

Tiowerfas = Sehence £ oungal

federal government - military,
interstare public works projeces,
wazste dumps, Indisn rescovarions
and the Clean Waner Act. The
ather big indwvstrics. mineral
extraction and oil and gas, have
been on the sopes since 1982 or
o,

The Comtral Valley plant wall b fully
T2 e T, tbew fhe
Baly Lake Ciry plani wpgrade ix

Sfimagbeat

The Soweh Valicy plamr cawe on foe
Laur wear
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